
 Humanex Teachers        Piper Bloom 
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Principal’s Message                           Tracy Wagers                         
 John Taylor Gatto, a New York State Teacher of the Year and a vocal critic of certain methods of educa-
tion, said the following about his teaching experiences:  “What I am most proud of is this:  I undermined the 
confidence of the young in the school institution, and replaced it with confidence in their own minds and 
hearts.”  At Humanex Academy, our vision of education is similar.  The staff’s intention is not to try to fit 
square pegs into round holes.  We know that many of our students have spent years believing they were in 
some way flawed, broken, or not normal. But the definition of “normal”  which students come to believe is itself 
flawed and fundamentally useless. Instead of making students bend or even break to learn a specific way, one 
of our primary goals is to help students learn about themselves and understand how they learn best.  We then 
can show them techniques for getting their academic and emotional needs appropriately met without creating 
problems for other people in their lives. We want students to learn in the way that works best for them.  This 
means that Humanex teachers accommodate the learning styles of all of our students.  A visual learner will be 
given more opportunity to learn biology curriculum through well-made DVDs and documentaries, while a 
highly interactive 10th grader will be placed with a teacher who excels at oral discussion.   

 The transformation which many students experience in their first few months here at Humanex is significant.  When students real-
ize teachers will interact with them by sharing power rather than insisting on absolute obedience, they learn better how to cooperate 
with people in a variety of situations.  As students hear from teachers, “well, you’re stronger in visual learning, so it makes sense that 
you didn’ t hear what I said the first time,”  they begin to see that their differences are not weaknesses, but strengths.  After a student is 
responded to with recognition of their needs and their value as a human being, that student is more likely to respond in the same way.  
We strive to have our graduates each year depart with, as John Taylor Gatto wrote, “confidence in their own minds and hearts.”   

 Humanex Academy is not only home to some very unique students, 
but to some unique staff members as well. Here at Humanex, it takes a 
special kind of person to work with some of the challenges that staff face, 
and Humanex is lucky to have found a number of people who work well 
with the students here. 

 Troy Stevens, who teaches social studies, got his love for teaching 
from coaching baseball and enjoys teaching adolescents. He looks forward 
to seeing future generations that he has influenced take control of the 
world and knows that they will do well to help the economy and overall 
well-being of the earth. 

 This is Tara Lynn’s first year of teaching, and she’s absolutely lov-
ing it! She thinks that it’s wonderful how no two days of school are the 
same. Her favorite thing to do is to “ ignite a light bulb over the head of a 
child” ! She loves camping and snowboarding and playing with her two 
children, one of whom is brand new, having been born on January 25, 
2007. 

 Nancy Molthop has been a teacher for many years. She feels that, with the help of her students, she can make a difference in 
their lives. She believes that teaching should be a passion and knows that she shares in that joy. She loves Colorado and thinks that it 
is “God’s country” , though she has taught all over the globe! 

 Holly Brockett taught English while one of our staff was out on maternity leave and will continue to be a substitute teacher af-
ter that time. She loves working with children and getting them excited about the world. She is fresh out of college, having just fin-
ished school in May 2006, and she enjoys Humanex Academy because of how it caters to the individual needs of students. 

 Jesse Ruderman is another new substitute teacher who has been teaching for over five years. He enjoys it when students think 
critically about what they’ re learning and when they ask tough questions which he can discuss with them. He loves the classroom 
dynamic and cafeteria food. He also teaches writing at Metropolitan State College of Denver.  

Teachers Holly Brockett, Troy Stevens and Nancy Molthop. 
Not pictured: Tara Lynn and Jesse Ruderman. 



 Why Do Students Need Counseling?              David Miller, Counselor

HUMANEX ACADEMY 
A Program of ESA VISIONS 

 Imagine having to get up daily and face a task that is 
nerve-wracking, anxiety-provoking, and maybe even caus-
ing you to feel physically ill.  For some students, that task 
might be reading aloud in class or facing pages of math 
problems.  For students with learning disabilities, each day 
that they go to school can feel stressful and frustrating.  

 It is not that these students aren’ t trying their hardest. 
Most of them are; those who are not, probably used to try 
hard, then gave up the effort due to lack of progress. Stu-
dents with learning disabilities often experience a great 
deal of failure and rejection.  In elementary school, these 
kids may be picked last for teams, not invited to birthday 
parties, or laughed at in class.   These same students often 
turn into adolescents who have difficulty reading facial 
expressions or body language. As these adolescents con-
tinue to struggle in school, everyday tasks can often seem 
overwhelming. Remembering to take home the right books 
for homework, studying for a test, or even being organized 
can make their lives a daily challenge. It is important that 
these students receive individualized support to learn how 
to be successful in the mainstream, and this individualized 
instruction is a key component of the program at Humanex Acad-
emy. Providing learning-disabled students with individualized 
instruction can make the difference for those who truly want to 
succeed but cannot do it on their own. Students with learning 
disabilities may need assistance in learning when and where to 
pay attention. They benefit from teachers who vary their tone, 
pace and style of instruction.  

 These students need to have daily contact with a supportive 
adult, and they may need visual signals to remind them about 
appropriate behaviors. In addition, much of the research around 
learning disabilities indicates that one-on-one instruction like that 
available at Humanex Academy is the most effective practice for 
increasing academic skills.  

One-On-One Levels The Field: 
Committing to Individual Instruction Every Day   Robin Singer, Learning Consultant           

 Do you remember what it was like to be carefree, without any responsibility, no worries, no problems, and only wondering what 
was going to happen in the next two minutes, not in ten years?  When you become a teenager, you begin to take a look at the world 
and wonder how it is going to affect you.  You begin to think about what tomorrow will look like and what things will directly affect 
you.  You still feel like the world circulates around you and you are still being taken care of, but your sense of security begins to be 
tested.  Adults don’ t treat you like you’re gold; instead, you begin to start hearing criticism.  You begin to understand how some day 
you will have to learn to take care of yourself and your parents will no longer be there for you when you fall.  All of the sudden you 
feel vulnerable and insecure.  Your body changes on a daily basis.  You are being controlled by little things called hormones.  One 
second you’re happy and then all of the sudden you are mad and you don©t know why.  You are in a constant sense of worry—
worried about how my hair looks, if my friends still like me, what am I going to do with my life? 

 To make things worse, our world sends out mixed messages of how to handle most situations.  Television tells you to take drugs 
for colds, for sex, for taking care of depression.  Then you are told not to do drugs.  You are told not to have sex, but every show on 
prime time TV shows people whose whole goal in life is to have sex.  We are told not to kill or do violent acts, yet, the first ten min-
utes of each news broadcast is all about killing and violent crimes.  Teens see our country at war without clearly understanding why 
and are confused by the expectation that killing others will save us.  So, let us ask, why have counseling for adolescents?  A better 
suggestion is why not mandate counseling for everyone as part of our daily diet? 

 Students with learning disabilities often need adaptations in 
order to access the information. These adaptations can include 
changing either the content or format of the materials and can be 
used effectively in small group or individualized instruction. 
More often than not, a teacher may need to provide adaptations 
while also teaching the student learning strategies.  

 Individualized instruction does not provide an unfair advan-
tage for these students, but it can help to level the playing field 
for those with learning disabilities, allowing them to feel suc-
cessful both academically and socially.  

  Grace Klein, Biology teacher Tom Manning, and Anna Lin Spencer 



 Don’t Be A Fool Andrew Green, English Teacher 

VISIONS 

 It has become sort of a joke. A student comes back from 
summer break and a teacher asks her what she remembers from 
last year. The girl looks down, ponders the least offensive amount 
of time she can wait before giving the obligatory shrug of the 
shoulders, and gives a non-descript grunt. The teacher puts on her 
best, fake, disappointed-teacher look, pseudo-stares at the student 
before her and then offers a chuckle to show that she really didn’ t 
expect much from the student anyway.  

 “That’s alright,”  she condescendingly lectures, “students 
forget about 80% of what they learned before break anyway. 
Now get out your notebooks and write a page about what you did 
during the summer.”  

 Sound familiar? Although it has become fodder for teacher 
comedy, this statistic is troublesome. Why is it that students do 
not retain the information presented in school? If teachers are 
aware of the problem, why is nothing done to address it? How 
can parents and teachers sit back and let children become igno-
rant savages? When is someone going to do something about it? 
Why is Andrew asking so many questions? These are all good 
questions and all worthy of a sliver of time.  

 The reason that all teachers fail at getting every student to 
remember a greater portion of information is that they are unable 
to make the information meaningful to the student. For the most 
part, if a student cares, then he or she will remember. As no stu-
dent cares about all things it is impossible to a teacher to achieve 
100% success even teaching one on one. However, the smaller 
the class size the better odds that any teacher will find a way to 
make the information and skills meaningful, thus helping stu-
dents retain it. On the other hand, it would be foolhardy to as-
sume that teachers should therefore focus on making the material 

meaningful. We are talking about teenagers here, and if there is 
one thing that teenagers have in common it is their general dis-
taste for all things school-related. 

 What should we do if we can’ t make all the information 
meaningful? Are we doomed to have students ignorant of the 
great literary giants? Will no student know the square root of -1? 
Alas, there is an answer! Actually two answers. The key to teach-
ing youth is a keen balance between asking personal and analytic 
questions and listening for answers. In order to engage students, 
teachers must get the student thinking about the subject matter in 
the frontal cortex of the brain. Why questions are the valuable 
tools of an effective teacher. The rub is that the teacher must ac-
tively listen to the student’s answer and respond in kind. Interest-
ingly enough, one of the keys to being a good listener is the abil-
ity to rephrase and clarify. Thus, when a student has misspoken, 
the active listener will take that opportunity to do a bit of 
‘ teaching.’  The student, becoming more like a teacher, takes a 
more active role in her own learning, thus making it more mean-
ingful. An environment like Humanex Academy that promotes 
small class sizes and teachers adept at questioning and listening 
gives students the greatest chance of success.   

 In the spirit of questions I will leave you with a quotation 
from Charles P. Steinmetz:  “No man really becomes a fool until 
he stops asking questions.”    

 

  Calendar of Upcoming Events 

March 

12  Start of fourth quarter  

15-16  Student/parent/teacher conferences 

19-26  Spring Break 

27  Classes resume 

Apr il 

2  2007-2008 Enrollment Begins 

11  Quarterly Reviews 

20  No School 

May 

9  Friends of Humanex Academy  
 Barnes and Noble Fundraiser 
22  End of fourth quarter 

24  Student/parent/teacher conferences 

25  GRADUATION! 

June 

4-22 Summer School Classes 

HUMANEX ACADEMY 
A Program of ESA 

Eleventh grader Justin Weber works on a project for art class. 



 Friends of Humanex Academy is continuing to seek 
individuals interested in serving on the board of this non-
profit foundation.  If you would like to volunteer, please 
contact Tracy Wagers or David Miller at 303-783-0137. 

Learning About Humanex 
 We invite all interested individuals to tour Humanex 
Academy’s program at any time.  This is the best way to 
see how Humanex helps struggling students transform 
their lives. Please call 303-783-0137 or email 
tkropp@esa-education.com if you would like to observe 
our individualized instruction, extensive counseling sup-
port and clear, but flexible structure in action. 

  
 

Fr iends of Humanex Academy  
thanks all the foundations and individuals  
who supported our fall fundraising drive. 

 

Scholarship Contributions  
 The mission of Friends of Humanex Academy 
(FoHA), a non-profit foundation, is to provide scholar-
ships to students who would benefit from attendance at 
Humanex.  FoHA provided scholarships to three students 
this school year and wants to increase that number.  Your 
contribution can help a student in need of Humanex Acad-
emy’s individualized program to benefit from the school.  
Tax deductible donations to Friends of Humanex can be 
mailed to the school. 

2700 South Zuni Street 
Englewood, Colorado 80110 

phone: 303-783-0137 
fax: 303-783-9159 

email: twagers@esa-education.com 
 

www.humanexacademy.com 
 

Building Success with 
Struggling Students 

 Seeking Volunteer Board Members 
 

HUMANEX ACADEMY 
A Program of Educational Services of America 

Math teacher Nancy Shefte explains an algebra concept to student 
Sarah Jancik. 


